8	INADEQUATE   CONCEPTIONS   OF   THE     [CH. I.
the unreserved conversation of their confidential
hours. Here, if any where, the interior of the heart
is laid open, and we may ascertain the true princi-
ples of their regards and aversions; the scale by
which they measure the good and evil of life. Here,
however, you will discover few or no traces of Chris-
tianity. She scarcely finds herself a place amidst
the many objects of their hopes, and fears, and joys,
and sorrows. Grateful perhaps, as well indeed they
may be grateful, for health, and talents, and afflu-
ence, and other temporal possessions, they scarcely
reckon in the number of their blessings this grand
distinguishing mark of the bounty of Providence.
Or if they mention it at all, it is noticed coldly and
formally, like one of those obsolete claims, to which,
though but of small account in the estimate of our
wealth or power, we think it as well to put in our
title, from considerations of family decorum or of
national usage.
But what more than all the rest establishes the
point in question: let their conversation take a graver
turn. Here at length their religion, modest and re-
tired as we are now presuming it to be, must be
expected to disclose itself; here however you will
look in vain for the religion of jesus. Their stand-
ard of right and wrong is not the standard of the
Gospel: they approve and condemn by a different
rule: they advance principles and maintain opinions
altogether opposite to the genius and character of
Christianity. You would fancy yourself rather
among the followers of the old schools of philoso-
phy : nor is it easy to guess how any one could sa-
tisfy himself to the contrary, unless by mentioning
the name of some acknowledged heretic, he should
afford them an occasion of demonstrating their zeal
for the religion of their country.
The truth is, their opinions on the subject of reli-

